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Highlights 

 

 

 A camel supported trek across the sand dunes of the North 
Saharan Steppe of Morocco 
 

 Fully catered 
 

 Led by experienced and licensed guides and an experienced UK 
Team from Venture Safely 

 

 Camel porterage throughout your trek – you only need to carry a 
day pack 
 

 Opportunity to raise funds for Care of Police Survivors 
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Introduction 

 

The North Saharan steppe is a desert eco region that forms the northern 
edge of the Sahara. It extends east and west across Northern Africa.  

It covers 1,675,300 square kilometers (646,800 sq. mi) in Algeria, Egypt, 
Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia, and Western Sahara. 

The climate in this eco region is hot and dry in the summer but cooler 
with some possible rain in the winter. Atlantic depressions sometimes 
penetrate inland between October and April. Rainfall is erratic, but 
averages 100 mm in the north, nourishing a variety of plants that flower 
before the hot, dry summer although there may be years where there is 
no rain at all. 

During the summer, temperatures regularly rise to 40 to 45 °C  

This 8-day North African adventure is a once in a lifetime experience and 
the route across this incredible landscape we use makes this a perfectly 
suitable trek for the average fit walker. 
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North Saharan Steppe Expedition 

 
 

Total number of days   8 days  

 

Grade & days trekking   5 trekking days  

     1 4x4 off-road drive 

No previous trekking experience is necessary, 
but you need to be an active walker. You 
should be training before your trek, as typically 
you will be walking between 4 – 7 hours over 
several consecutive days. Be prepared for 
rough and rocky trails at times. This trek 
requires no technical skills and is fully 
supported. 

      

Accommodation    2 nights’ hotel in Marrakech   
    

5 nights desert tented bivouac  

 

Dates      January 11th – 18th 2021  

 

Cost     £350 registration fee and then raise  
     £2000 minimum sponsorship  
 
     (Please note: Expedition costs of £850 will be 
     paid from your minimum sponsorship.) 
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The following is included in the price of the trip 

 

• All airport transfers by private vehicle  

• All meals from Dinner on Day 1 to Breakfast on Day 8 

• 2 nights’ hotel (Riad) accommodation in Marrakech 

• Bivouac equipment – twin or single tents, Berber mess tent 

• Transport to and from start of trek by private vehicle 

• 4X4 expedition on the last day to reach the minibus 

• All trekking arrangements including permits and fees  

• Services of Venture Safely expedition leader from the UK 

• Moroccan certified and licensed guides 

• Experienced cook  

• Camels and camel drivers to carry all equipment 

• Mineral water during camping  

•Emergency evacuation arrangements 

•Accommodation, meals, salary, equipment, transportation & Insurance 
of all guides, porters & other trekking staff 

• All necessary government taxes 

• Pre-departure support and advice including training and preparation     
advice 
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THE FOLLOWING IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
PRICE OF THE TRIP: 

 

• International flight to/from Marrakech  

• Excess baggage charges 

• Travel & trekking insurance (must include rescue) 

• Personal clothing & equipment (kit list will be supplied)  

• Tips – advice will be given.  

• Other items not listed in “What is included” 

• Alcoholic or soft drinks except water 

• Trek snacks/confectionary out with meals 

 

PARTICIPATION STATEMENT  

Participants should be aware trekking, mountaineering and travelling in 
a developing country are activities that involve a risk of personal injury 
or death.  

As a condition of booking you must accept these risks and be responsible 
for your own actions and involvement. Adventure travel requires an open 
and flexible attitude. You may experience extreme conditions, 
unpredictable weather and last minute changes to the itinerary beyond 
our control.  

The majority of our trips visit remote areas where you are away from 
normal emergency services and medical facilities. In case of a serious 
injury requiring hospitalisation, it has to be accepted by you, evacuation 
could take up to several days and may impede your ensuing recovery.  

Helicopters are the most usual means of evacuation, however they are 
not always available or they may be hindered by poor weather and flying 
conditions. 
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Detailed Itinerary  

 

 
Day 1 Arrive in Marrakech  
  
Arrival at Marrakech airport, where you will be met by your Venture 
Safely guide and transferred to your hotel for the night. 

  
 
Day 2 Ouarzazate - Zagora - Ouled Driss - The Small Dunes  
 

After your breakfast at the hotel, we set off on our adventure by private 
minibus passing through the switchbacks of the Tichka pass (2260m). 
We will lunch at Ouarzazate, then descend through the famous Draa 
valley, known as the entrance to the desert, rich with its dense palm 
groves, fields of henna, alfalfa, barley and wheat, and its Kasbahs, we 
pass through the city of Zagora, arriving at the Ouled Driss, where we 
meet with your team of camels and drivers. A short walk of about 30 
minute will allow us to arrive at our first bivouac not far from the old 
village of M'hamid. 

This day is an adventure all of itself and despite the long drive we make 
many stops for pictures and exploration. 

 

Draa Valley – Gateway to the desert 
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Day 3 Ouled Driss - Sidi Naji Dunes 
  
Our first full day of walking sees us crossing a part of the palm grove of 
Bounou, walking between the desert Regs, a mixture of sand and gravel, 
often described as a desert pavement of loose stone which make up around 
70% of the desert and are the historic remnants of river and sea beds, and 
Ergs, the sand dunes, dotted with flowering Tamaris, an extraordinary 
landscape and silence that will allow you to meditate and be with yourself. 
Lunch will be under the shade of the old tamarisks, before continuing our 
trek to reach the dunes of Sidi Naji and our overnight camping bivouac. 
 
Today we walk for roughly 5 hours.  

 
  
 
Day 4 Sidi Naji Dunes - Erg Zaher 
  
Moving west, we plunge into the great desert where we will marvel at its 
size and magic as we approach the golden dunes of Ezhar to take lunch 
after which we will ascend the highest dune to watch the sunset, returning 
to camp in the evening for dinner around a bonfire finished off with 
traditional mint tea prepared by our nomadic camel drivers. 
 
Today, again we walk roughly 5 hours with an ascent of approximately 100 
meters to view the sunset.  
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Day 5 Erg Zaher - Erg Smar 
  
Today we move on in search of the dunes of Smar, taking lunch next to a 
desert well with the possibility of experiencing a Berber Shower for those 
who wish, before continuing to our bivouac, dinner and overnight at the 
dunes of Smar. Tonight we will experience bread baked in the sand using 
ancient nomadic methods as we enjoy our dinner and mint tea around our 
bonfire.  5 hours walking.  

 

 
 
 
Day 6 Erg Smar - Erg Aouinte Naji 
  
  
Crossing a series of golden dunes of the Reg Naam, enjoying lunch on 
the route by the shade of Tamaris, we continue across our sea of sand, to 
reach the final camping bivouac of our grand adventure. 6 hours 
walking. 
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Day 7 Erg Aouinte naji - Marrakech 
  
After your breakfast we will be met by our 4x4 vehicles to make an 
expedition trip around the big dunes and cross the dry lake of Iriki to reach 
the village of Foum Zguid where we transfer to our comfortable private 
minibus for the drive back to Marrakech. We stop for lunch en route at a 
local restaurant. Overnight in our hotel in Marrakech with dinner to 
celebrate our achievements. 
 

 
 
 
Day 8 Marrakech-Return flight 
 
Depending on your flight times we have a chance to visit the souks and 
souvenirs of Marrakech and its famous Jemma el-Fnaa square before 
your transfer to the airport for your homeward flight. 
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Vaccinations and Visa 
 
British nationals don’t need a visa to enter Morocco for the purpose of 
tourism for up to 3 months. 
 
When entering the country, make sure your passport is stamped. Some 
tourists have experienced difficulties leaving the country because their 
passport bears no entry stamp. 
 
Your passport should be valid for the proposed duration of your stay in 
Morocco. However, the Moroccan Consulate General in London advise 
that your passport should be valid for at least 3 months on your date of 
entry to Morocco. If your passport does not meet this requirement you 
may face difficulties and you should check with the Moroccan authorities 
and your travel provider before travelling. 
 
We advise all trekkers to seek medical advice well in advance of 
travelling to ensure any required courses are completed in time. 

There are no compulsory vaccinations required for Morocco. Currently 
(July 2020), Fit for Travel, the UK Government advisory service for 
travellers suggest ensuring boosters are up to date as recommended for 
life in Britain. Hepatitis A, Typhoid and Tetanus are freely available from 
your GP. 

Malaria is not routinely present in Morocco. We recommend you take 
the usual precautions to avoid mosquito bites when in country and will 
advise on that.  

 

Weather and climate 

January is a fantastic time to visit this area of the Sahara. The daytime 
temperature is between 15 and 20°, the night between 10 and 0°. A full 
clothing and kit list will be provided and we shall advise accordingly. 
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Environmental considerations 
 
Morocco’s North Saharan Steppe is a place of great beauty, lets help keep 
it that way: 
 
We operate on a “Take it in, take it out” policy so we will be ensuring that 
all our rubbish is removed from the desert. 
 
On the camping sections of the expedition you will be provided with 
mineral water but it is always advisable to bring purification 
tablets/liquid to treat any non-boiled water. Water filters and filtered 
water bottles are a good choice, again we can advise on these. Trekkers 
are advised to drink 3-5 litres of water each day.  
 
Please bring bio degradable soaps and shampoos and if washing near a 
river do not pollute the rivers. We are trekking in the desert and water is 
obviously at a premium and washing facilities are not readily available. 
Embrace the adventure. 
 
Your leader will brief you on appropriate local behaviour, culture and 
etiquette where required  
 
Local Time GMT + 1 hr.  

Electricity 220V. You should bring a travel adapter 

There are no electricity or charging facilities on the trek.  

 

Currency Information  

The national currency of Morocco is the Moroccan Dirham (MAD). 

Current (July 2020) exchange rate is at the time of publication of 
approximately 12 MAD to the UK£. UK sterling and US Dollars are easy 
to exchange but should be new and in good condition. We recommend 
taking your personal spending money in cash. All notes must be Bank of 
England as Scottish or Irish Currency can be difficult to change in 
Morocco.  
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ATM’s/Credit Card’s/Travellers cheques  

There are ATM machines in Morocco but mainly in Marrakech.  

Please do not rely wholly on ATM machines as many are broken or run 
out of money. We recommend you bring most of your money for the trek 
in cash and change it locally at authorised money exchanges in 
Marrakech. Your UK leader or local guide can take you to the exchange 
bureau offering the best exchange rates. 

Credit cards are accepted in some shops and restaurants but cash is king, 
particularly in rural areas.   

Extra Expenses and Spending Money  

The souks of Marrakech are a shopper’s paradise and you will want to 
buy souvenirs of your trip for sure.  

Tipping (local staff)  

Tipping is very much part of the culture in Morocco and is expected for 
good service. Tipping can often be an awkward affair, especially when in 
an unfamiliar country where you are not sure when or how much to tip. 
As such, your UK leader will arrange and look after a group tipping kitty 
which will be used to tip porters, guides and cooks at the end of your 
adventure. Our local staff are paid well and fairly for their work with us. 
However, to show appreciation to your team (and you WILL appreciate 
the lengths they will go to for you) we request that you allow around 
£100 for all tips for your trekking staff for the tour duration. We would 
request that you bring the amount in Sterling. Taking new bills of 10’s 
and 20’s is best.  Tipping money will be collected by your UK leader on 
arrival back in Marrakech.  

Essential Equipment and Clothing  

You will be provided with a full suggested kit list. 

 

Know Before You Go 

Venture Safely supports the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO) “Know Before You Go” campaign. We recommend that you read 
the FCO Travel Advice for Morocco on the FCO Website. 


